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Languages of the World
Walter de Gruyter
Pichi is an Afro-Caribbean
English-lexifier Creole
spoken on the island of
Bioko, Equatorial Guinea.
It is an offshoot of 19th
century Krio (Sierra
Leone) and shares many
characteristics with West
African relatives like
Nigerian Pidgin,
Cameroon Pidgin, and
Ghanaian Pidgin English,
as well as with the
English-lexifier creoles of
the insular and
continental Caribbean.
This comprehensive
description presents a
detailed analysis of the
grammar and phonology
of Pichi. It also includes a
collection of texts and
wordlists. Pichi features a
nominative-accusative
alignment, SVO word
order, adjective-noun
order, prenominal
determiners, and
prepositions. The
language has a seven-
vowel system and twenty-
two consonant phonemes.
Pichi has a two-tone
system with tonal minimal
pairs, morphological tone,
and tonal processes. The
morphological structure is
largely isolating. Pichi has
a rich system of tense-

aspect-mood marking, an
indicative-subjunctive
opposition, and a complex
copular system with
several suppletive forms.
Many features align Pichi
with the Atlantic-Congo
languages spoken in the
West African littoral zone.
At the same time,
characteristics like the
prenominal position of
adjectives and
determiners show a
typological overlap with
its lexifier English, while
extensive contact with
Spanish has left an
imprint on the lexicon and
grammar as well.
Language-Specific Factors
in First Language
Acquisition Basic Books
Whether all human
languages are
fundamentally the same
or different has been a
subject of debate for
ages. This problem has
deep philosophical
implications: If languages
are all the same, it implies
a fundamental
commonality-and thus the
mutual intelligibility-of
human thought. We are
now on the verge of
answering this question.
Using a twenty-year-old
theory proposed by the
world's greatest living
linguist, Noam Chomsky,
researchers have found
that the similarities
among languages are
more profound than the

differences. Languages
whose grammars seem
completely incompatible
may in fact be structurally
almost identical, except
for a difference in one
simple rule. The discovery
of these rules and how
they may vary promises
to yield a linguistic
equivalent of the Periodic
Table of the Elements: a
single framework by
which we can understand
the fundamental structure
of all human language.
This is a landmark
breakthrough, both within
linguistics, which will
thereby become a full-
fledged science for the
first time, and in our
understanding of the
human mind.
The Noun Phrase in
Romance and Germanic
Routledge
One of the recurrent
questions in historical
linguistics is to what
extent languages can
borrow grammar from
other languages. It seems
for instance hardly likely
that each 'average
European' language
developed a definite
article all by itself, without
any influence from
neighbouring languages.
It is, on the other hand, by
no means clear what
exactly was borrowed,
since the way in which
definiteness is expressed
differs greatly among the
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various Germanic and
Romance languages and
dialects. One of the main
aims of this volume is to
shed some light on the
question of what is similar
and what is different in
the structure of the noun
phrase of the various
Romance and Germanic
languages and dialects,
and what causes this
similarity or difference.
Similar Languages,
Varieties, and Dialects
Routledge
Interslavic zonal
constructed language is
an auxiliary language,
which looks very similar to
real spoken Slavic
languages in Central and
Eastern Europe and
continues the tradition of
the Old Church Slavonic
language. Interslavic
shares grammar and
common vocabulary with
modern spoken Slavic
languages in order to
build a universal language
tool that Slavic people can
understand without any or
with very minimal prior
learning. It is an easily-
learned language for
those who want to use
this language actively.
Interslavic enables
passive (e.g. receptive)
understanding of the real
Slavic languages. Non-
Slavic people can use
Interslavic as the door to
the big Slavic world. Zonal
constructed languages

are constructed
languages made to
facilitate communication
between speakers of a
certain group of closely
related languages. They
belong to the
international auxiliary
languages, but unlike
languages like Esperanto
and Volapük they are not
intended to serve for the
whole world, but merely
for a limited linguistic or
geographic area where
they take advantage of
the fact that the people of
this zone understand
these languages without
having to learn them in a
difficult way. Zonal
languages include the
ancient Sanskirt, Old
Church Slavonic, and
Lingua Franca. Zonal
design can be partially
found also in modern
languages such as
contemporary Hebrew,
Indonesian, and Swahili.
Because Internet Vintage
Canada
This book explores the
importance of cross-
linguistic similarity in
foreign language learning.
While linguists have
primarily focussed upon
differences between
languages, learners strive
to make use of any
similarities to prior
linguistic knowledge they
can perceive. The role of
positive transfer is
emphasized as well as the

essential differences
between comprehension
and production. In
comprehension of related
languages, cross-linguistic
similarities are easily
perceived while in
comprehension of distant
languages they are
merely assumed.
Production may be based
on previous perception of
similarities, but frequently
similarities are here
merely assumed. Initially,
effective learning is based
on quick establishment of
cross-linguistic one-to-one
relations between
individual items. As
learning progresses, the
learner learns to modify
such oversimplified
relations. The book
describes the ways in
which transfer affects
different areas of
language, taking account
of the differences
between learning a
language perceived to be
similar and a language
where few or no cross-
linguistic similarities can
be established.
Questions About
Language Center for
Basque Studies UV of
Nevada, Reno
A compilation of words
that have similar root,
spelling and pronunciation
to facilitate the learning
process of the language of
choice.It can be an
exccellent companion to a



4

4 What Languages Are Similar To Spanish 2023-08-23

language course or text
book.
Introduction to the
Science of Language OUP
Oxford
Questions About
Language sets out to
answer, in a readable yet
insightful format, a series
of vital questions about
language, some of which
language specialists are
regularly asked, and some
of which are so surprising
that only the specialists
think about them. In this
handy guide, sixteen
language experts answer
challenging questions
about language, from
What makes a language a
language? to Do people
swear because they don’t
know enough words?
Illustrating the complexity
of human language, and
the way in which we use
it, the twelve chapters
each end with a section
on further reading for
anyone interested in
following up on the topic.
Covering core questions
about language, this is
essential reading for both
students new to language
and linguistics and the
interested general reader.
Introduction to the
Science of Language
CreateSpace
Learn the second most
spoken language in the
world and have real-life
conversations within less
than a month even if you

́re a complete beginner
So, it's settled... your next
vacation is going to be in
Spain! Your mouth begins
watering as you book your
trip. You'll start in
Barcelona, making your
way down the east coast,
catching the beaches and
islands, to end up in
Granada and surrounding
areas, to take in
incredible history, as well
as a culture that
celebrates the Tapas in
grand style. But then you
discover something you
weren't expecting... 65%
of people in Spain don't
speak any English at all.
And of the remainder,
very few speak it well.
What! This is going to
make getting around
tougher than you
anticipated. 4 weeks out
from your trip, you wish
you knew Spanish. The
good news is that with a
targeted application, like
travel, you can pick up
the essentials quickly.
And once you do, it ties
you into 400 million
native Spanish speakers
worldwide, second only to
Mandarin. Learn Spanish
Like a Native for
Beginners covers topics of
practical interest to
adults, straight out of the
gate, while also providing
learning modules to get
you up to speed quickly.
Here's a select sample of
what you'll discover in

Learn Spanish Like a
Native for Beginners:
Presented in both written
and audio format,
designed for easy
navigation and use during
commutes Dialog drills
build your conversational
muscles to formulate
original responses
effortlessly Narrated by a
Spanish native speaker so
you can pick up the
perfect accent with a
natural approach to
phonetics and sounding
out words Complete verb
conjugations so you're set
in every circumstance.
Just-in-Time Expertise -
pick and choose subject-
based chapters based on
upcoming situations and
needs Break the ice with
structured exercises that
facilitate conversations
and speaking practice
Special attention to travel
and workplace situations
with detailed vocabulary
lists and suggestions for
effective communication
And Much, Much More.
Some people are hesitant
to start learning a new
language because they
think it will take too long
to see any benefit. But if a
program is structured
around real-world
situations, you can focus
just on what you need to
make quick progress.
Even if you don't know
any other language
besides English, you'll be
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able to have your first
interesting conversation
in less than a month.
Spanish is considered one
of the most natural
languages for a native
English speaker to learn.
The grammar is even
more accessible, and
many words sound similar
and have the same
meaning. Are you ready
to pick up Spanish in less
than a month and be
prepared for situations
that require it? Then scroll
up and click the "Add to
Cart" button and let's
start your Spanish Journey
together!
Basque for English
Speakers Moody
Publishers
Modern languages like
English, Spanish, Russian
and Hindi as well as
ancient languages like
Greek, Latin and Sanskrit
all belong to the Indo-
European language
family, which means that
they all descend from a
common ancestor. But
how, more precisely, are
the Indo-European
languages related to each
other? This book brings
together pioneering
research from a team of
international scholars to
address this fundamental
question. It provides an
introduction to linguistic
subgrouping as well as
offering comprehensive,
systematic and up-to-date

analyses of the ten main
branches of the Indo-
European language
family: Anatolian,
Tocharian, Italic, Celtic,
Germanic, Greek,
Armenian, Albanian, Indo-
Iranian and Balto-Slavic.
By highlighting that these
branches are saliently
different from each other,
yet at the same time
display striking
similarities, the book
demonstrates the early
diversification of the Indo-
European language
family, spoken today by
half the world's
population. This title is
also available as open
access on Cambridge
Core.
Function, Selection,
and Innateness Walter
de Gruyter GmbH & Co KG
Why Do Isolated Creole
Languages Tend to Have
Similar Grammatical
Structures? Bastard
Tongues is an exciting,
firsthand story of scientific
discovery in an area of
research close to the
heart of what it means to
be human--what language
is, how it works, and how
it passes from generation
to generation, even where
historical accidents have
made normal
transmission almost
impossible. The story
focuses on languages so
low in the pecking order
that many people don't

regard them as languages
at all--Creole languages
spoken by descendants of
slaves and indentured
laborers in plantation
colonies all over the
world. The story is told by
Derek Bickerton, who has
spent more than thirty
years researching these
languages on four
continents and developing
a controversial theory
that explains why they
are so similar to one
another. A published
novelist, Bickerton (once
described as "part
scholar, part
swashbuckling man of
action") does not present
his findings in the usual
dry academic manner.
Instead, you become a
companion on his journey
of discovery. You learn
things as he learned
them, share his
disappointments and
triumphs, explore the
exotic locales where he
worked, and meet the
colorful characters he
encountered along the
way. The result is a
unique blend of memoir,
travelogue, history, and
linguistics primer,
appealing to anyone who
has ever wondered how
languages grow or what
it's like to search the
world for new knowledge.
Language Change,
Variation, and Universals
Routledge
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The book analyzes the
complex relationship
between languages in the
bilingual mind with a
focus on motion event
typology and the
acquisition of Spanish as a
second language (L2). The
author starts out by
examining L1 patterns
which are transferred to
less complex L2 systems.
The data discussed was
elicited by German
learners of Spanish. A
similar transfer is
observed when L1 is
typologically and
genetically close, as in the
case of French and Italian
learners of Spanish.
Furthermore, the author
clarifies the relevance of
intra-typological
differences within the
same linguistic family,
including important
differences in the
lexicalization patterns of
Italian with respect to
French and Spanish. The
findings contribute to our
understanding of the field
of motion event typology
and thinking-for-speaking.
The book demonstrates
that conceptual transfer is
present in different
aspects of the motion
lexicalization domain.
Interestingly, there are
some challenging aspects
both for speakers whose
first language is
typologically different and
for those whose language

is typologically close. The
book offers suggestions
on how these challenges
in the restructuring of
meaning in L2 can be
addressed in language
teaching. Specifically,
pedagogical translation
and mediation present
promising pathways to
the strengthening of
semantic competences in
the L2.
A grammar of Pichi
Cambridge University
Press
"This book aims to
introduce English
speakers to the Basque
language. The book also
intends to show that two
very different languages
like Basque and English
are more similar than
might appear at first
glance. In fact, all human
languages are similar to
one another in their most
essential features, as they
are particular exponents
of one single linguistic
faculty. While differences
exist in particular aspects,
English and Basque, when
further explored, present
more similarities than
expected"--
Similar Languages,
Varieties, and Dialects
Oxford University Press
First published in 1900,
this is the second of two
volumes of the magnum
opus from pioneer
assyriologist and linguist
Rev. Archibald Sayce and

continues directly from
the first, providing an
introduction to linguistic
roots, inflectional families
of speech, agglutinative,
incorporating,
polysynthetic and
isolating languages,
comparative mythology,
the science of religion, the
origin of language and the
relation of language to
ethnology, logic and
education. In it, Sayce
was the first to emphasize
the principle of partial
assimilation and the
linguistic principle of
analogy. This 4th edition,
ten years after the first,
reflected on the
limitations of science
revealed since 1890, in an
era when languages, like
other humanities subjects,
still idealised scientific
approaches. Archibald
Henry Sayce was one of
the greatest comparative
linguists of the time,
being proficient in
Accadian, Arabic,
Cuneiform, Chinese,
Egyptian, Greek, Hebrew,
Hittite, Japanese, Latin,
Persian, Phoenician,
Sanscrit and Sumerian. He
had a good knowledge of
every Semitic and Indo-
European language and
could write good prose in
at least twenty languages.
Sayce's first major
contribution to
scholarship was a highly
significant translation of
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an Accadian seal, a
'bilingual text' from which
to translate cuneiform,
similar to the Rosetta
Stone. Here then, no
doubt, the reader learns
from a master of
comparative linguistics.
Spanish Language Course
Cambridge University
Press
Do you want to learn
French? This book walks
you step by step through
the basics you need to
know in order to
communicate in French,
taking full advantage of
your existing knowledge
of English. - "How is
English relevant?"The
English language uses
over 6,000 French words,
words like "important",
"table", "description", and
thousands more. If your
English is reasonably
good, it's a safe bet that
you already know about
3,000 French words. You
don't know which ones,
though. And it's not just
vocabulary. French
grammar is very similar to
English's grammar.
Learning French should be
a breeze, but usually, it's
not. This book validates
your existing knowledge
of French - a knowledge
you didn't know you had -
to help you Learn French,
The Easy Way! All roads
lead to Rome... but some
are easier and faster! -
How long does it take to

go from London to Paris?
Most people would say,
"about 1 hour", because
that's how long it takes if
you take a direct flight out
one of London's airports.
Or if you're driving, it will
take 6 hours on the
shortest route. But on
foot, without a map and
traveling at random? It
could take years and
years, going through
Moscow, LA, Uganda,
Nicaragua, Brazil,
Quebec... A lot of people
wouldn't make it at all.
Learning a language is a
lot like that. You think you
are on a straight path but
chances are, that's not
true. Most people end up
lost along the way and
never actually learn more
than a few set phrases, in
spite of years of language
studies in school. Going
from London to Paris can
take about an hour, but
only if you take a direct
flight. Most students
think, "Ok, I'm going to
learn French", and in their
mind, it is all about how
hard they study and how
smart and how talented
they are. It seldom occurs
to them how big of an
issue what they are
studying is. Mostly, they
just blame themselves,
"well, I guess I am just not
good at languages." Of
course, you have to study,
and some people have an
easier time than others,

but: Are you on a direct
flight from London to
Paris, or are you on foot
and lost in the middle of
some jungle with a lousy
map and a compass that
doesn't work properly?
You could spend years
studying French without
ever learning to
communicate in French.
Case in point, the average
English speaker knows
thousands of French
words... and yet the
average English speaker
sure can't speak French.
Studying at random isn't
going to help much. As
long as you are missing
the keys fundamentals of
the French language, you
will get no closer to
speaking French. This
book is designed to help
you navigate through the
fundamentals of the
French language, step by
step, in plain English. Buy
this book and you will
Learn French, The Easy
Way!
Language and Woman's
Place Urban Napflin
AN INSTANT NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER!!
Named a Best Book of
2019 by TIME, Amazon,
and The Washington Post
A Wired Must-Read Book
of Summer “Gretchen
McCulloch is the internet’s
favorite linguist, and this
book is essential reading.
Reading her work is like
suddenly being able to
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see the matrix.” —Jonny
Sun, author of everyone's
a aliebn when ur a aliebn
too Because Internet is for
anyone who's ever
puzzled over how to
punctuate a text message
or wondered where
memes come from. It's
the perfect book for
understanding how the
internet is changing the
English language, why
that's a good thing, and
what our online
interactions reveal about
who we are. Language is
humanity's most
spectacular open-source
project, and the internet
is making our language
change faster and in more
interesting ways than
ever before. Internet
conversations are
structured by the shape of
our apps and platforms,
from the grammar of
status updates to the
protocols of comments
and @replies.
Linguistically inventive
online communities
spread new slang and
jargon with dizzying
speed. What's more,
social media is a vast
laboratory of unedited,
unfiltered words where we
can watch language
evolve in real time. Even
the most absurd-looking
slang has genuine
patterns behind it.
Internet linguist Gretchen
McCulloch explores the

deep forces that shape
human language and
influence the way we
communicate with one
another. She explains how
your first social internet
experience influences
whether you prefer "LOL"
or "lol," why ~sparkly
tildes~ succeeded where
centuries of proposals for
irony punctuation had
failed, what emoji have in
common with physical
gestures, and how the
artfully disarrayed
language of animal
memes like lolcats and
doggo made them more
likely to spread.
The Five Love
Languages CreateSpace
Introduces readers to the
rich diversity of human
languages, familiarizing
them with the variety of
languages around the
world.
Crafting Interpreters
Multilingual Matters
Limited
This book explores issues
at the core of modern
linguistics and cognitive
science. Why are all
languages similar in some
ways and in others utterly
different? Why do
languages change and
change variably? How did
the human capacity for
language evolve, and how
far did it do so as an
innate ability? Simon
Kirby looks at these
questions from a broad

perspective, arguing that
they can (indeed must) be
studied together. The
author begins by
examining how far the
universal properties of
language may be
explained by examining
the way it is used, and
how far by the way it is
structured. He then
considers what insights
may be gained by
combining functional and
formal approaches. In
doing so he develops a
way of treating language
as an adaptive system, in
which its communicative
and formal roles are both
crucial and
complementary. In order
to test the effectiveness
of competing theories and
explanations, Simon Kirby
develops computational
models to show what
universals emerge given a
particular theory of
language use or
acquisition. He presents
here both the
methodology and the
results. Function,
Selection, and Innateness
is important for its
argument, its
methodology, and its
conclusions. It is a
powerful demonstration of
the value of looking at
language as an adaptive
system and goes to the
heart of current debates
on the evolution and
nature of language.
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Language Complexity
as an Evolving Variable
Routledge
This volume explores how
human languages become
what they are, why they
differ from one another in
certain ways but not in
others, and why they
change in the ways that
they do. Given that
language is a universal
creation of the human
mind, the puzzle is why
there are different
languages at all: why do
we not all speak the same
language? Moreover,
while there is
considerable variation, in
some ways grammars do
show consistent patterns:
why are languages similar
in those respects, and
why are those particular
patterns preferred? Peter
Culicover proposes that
the solution to these
puzzles is a constructional
one. Grammars consist of
constructions that carry
out the function of
expressing universal
conceptual structure.
While there are in
principle many different
ways of accomplishing
this task, languages are
under press to reduce
constructional complexity.
The result is that there is
constructional change in
the direction of less
complexity, and
grammatical patterns
emerge that more

efficiently reflect
conceptual universals.
The volume is divided into
three parts: the first
establishes the theoretical
foundations; the second
explores variation in
argument structure,
grammatical functions,
and A-bar constructions,
drawing on data from a
variety of languages
including English and
Plains Cree; and the third
examines constructional
change, focusing primarily
on Germanic. The study
ends with observations
and speculations on
parameter theory,
analogy, the origins of
typological patterns, and
Greenbergian 'universals'.
Spanish- English
Lexicon John Benjamins
Publishing
A growing number of
studies have begun to
examine the influence of
language-specific factors
on language acquisition.
During language
acquisition, German
children from six years on
use structures that are
similar to those of adults
in their language group
and also encode all
semantic components
from an early age. In
striking contrast, French
children up to ten years
have difficulties producing
some of the complex
structures that are
necessary for the

simultaneous expression
of several semantic
components. Nonetheless,
in addition to these
striking cross-linguistic
differences, the results of
this study also clearly
show similar
developmental
progressions in other
respects, suggesting the
impact of general
developmental
determinants.
Interlingua Grammar and
Method Cambridge
University Press
The goal of this text is to
help teachers in diverse
classrooms understand
the importance of
students’ culture,
languages, and schooling
experiences to
curriculum, assessment,
and student achievement.
Readers will learn about
aspects of specific
cultures and languages
that are important to their
understanding of their
students, and they will
discover that cultures that
are often considered
similar may not be so
(and why they aren't).
Finally, the text focuses
on how teachers can
integrate languages and
cultures into classrooms
and how to account for
students' backgrounds
and funds of knowledge
when devising tasks. The
text starts with an
introduction to language
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and culture that presents
a research?based
explanation of why these
concepts are important
for teachers to
understand (Chapter 1).
Then, the middle 28
chapters each address
one country/culture. Each
chapter starts with a
school scenario in the US.
Part 2 of each chapter
includes evidence?based
demographic and
background data on the
country, including
historical events that may
have an impact on our
students and their
families. Part 3 includes a
look at education,
schooling, and culture,

including famous people,
contributions to the world,
personal characteristics,
important religious
information, focal
customs, and other
aspects that are
important to cultural
insiders. Part 4 is about
language and literacy
traditions and how they
relate to the culture, a
number of words that
teachers can learn (e.g.,
yes, no, thank you,
please, hello), how the
language is different from
and similar to English, and
what those differences
and similarities might
mean for English

language learners from
that culture. Part 5
comprises advice,
resources, and ideas for
teachers (for example, if it
is an oral culture, the
teacher might consider
working with students on
oral storytelling before
transitioning to written
stories, or incorporate
both using technology).
Each chapter also
contains recommended
readings and resources
and short exercises that
extend the chapter
information. The final
chapter presents parting
notes for teachers and
additional suggestions for
addressing diversity.
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