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Six Machine Penguin UK
India has taken so sharp a turn in recent
years that the very centre has shifted
considerably. What led to this swing? Is it
possible to trace the path to this point? Is
there a way back to the just, secular,
inclusive vision of our Constitution-
makers? This country has long been an
outlier in its South Asian neighbourhood,
with its inclusive Constitution and
functioning democracy. The growth of

Hindutva, in some sense, brings India in
line with the other polities here. In Our
Hindu Rashtra, writer and activist Aakar
Patel peels back layer after layer of cause
and effect through independent India's
history to understand how Hindutva came
to gain such a hold on the country. He
examines what it means for India that its
laws and judiciary have been permeated
by prejudice and bigotry, what the breach
of fundamental rights portends in these
circumstances, and what the all-round
institutional collapse signifies for the
future of Indians. Most importantly, Patel
asks and answers that most important of

questions: What possibilities exist for a
return? Thought-provoking and pulling no
punches, this book is an essential read for
anyone who wishes to understand the
nature of politics in India and, indeed,
South Asia.
In Spite of the Gods Penguin UK
Devil's AdvocateHarper Collins
A Soldier's Diary: Kargil the Inside
Story Harper Collins
Narendra Modi has been a hundred years
in the making. Vinay Sitapati's Jugalbandi
provides this backstory to his current
dominance in Indian politics. It begins with
the creation of Hindu nationalism as a
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response to British-induced elections in
the 1920s, moves on to the formation of
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in 1980,
and ends with its first national
government, from 1998 to 2004. And it
follows this journey through the entangled
lives of its founding jugalbandi: Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and Lal Krishna Advani. Over
their six-decade-long relationship,
Vajpayee and Advani worked as a team
despite differences in personality and
beliefs. What kept them together was
fraternal love and professional synergy, of
course, but also, above all, an ideology
that stressed on unity. Their partnership
explains what the BJP before Modi was,
and why it won. In supporting roles are a
cast of characters-from the warden's wife
who made room for Vajpayee in her family
to the billionaire grandson of Pakistan's
founder who happened to be a major early
funder of the BJP. Based on private papers,
party documents, newspapers and over
two hundred interviews, this is a must-
read for those interested in the ideology
that now rules India.
Inside Parliament Anchor
The birthplace of Mahatma Gandhi and the
land that produced Mohammad Ali Jinnah,

the founder of Pakistan, Gujarat has been
at the centre-stage of South Asia’s political
iconography for more than a century. As
Gujarat, created as a separate state in
1960, celebrates its golden jubilee this
collection of essays critically explores the
many paradoxes and complexities of
modernity and politics in the state. The
contributors provide much-needed insights
into the dominant impulses of identity
formation, cultural change, political
mobilisation, religious movements and
modes of communication that define
modern Gujarat. This book touches upon a
fascinating range of topics – the identity
debates at the heart of the idea of modern
Gujarat; the trajectory of Gujarati politics
from the 1950s to the present day;
bootlegging, the practice of corruption and
public power; vegetarianism and violence;
urban planning and the enabling
infrastructure of antagonism; global
diasporas and provincial politics –
providing new insights into understanding
the enigma of Gujarat. Going well beyond
the boundaries of Gujarat and engaging
with larger questions about democracy
and diversity in India, this book will appeal
to those interested in South Asian Studies,

politics, sociology, history as well as the
general reader. This book was published
as a special issue of South Asian History
and Culture.
Our Hindu Rashtra Harper Collins
Tavleen Singh’s acclaimed and bestselling
memoir begins in the summer of 1975
when, not yet twenty-five, she started
working as a junior reporter in the
Statesman in New Delhi. Within five
weeks, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
declared the Emergency, and soon
reckless policies said to be authored by
her younger son were unleashed on India’s
citizens. In 1984, following Indira Gandhi’s
assassination, Rajiv Gandhi became Prime
Minister, fortified by a huge mandate from
a nation desperate for change. But,
belying its hopes, the young leader chose
for himself a group of advisors, friends and
acolytes just as unaware as him of the
ground realities of a complex nation. It
was the beginning of a political culture of
favouritism and ineptitude that would take
hold at the highest levels of government,
stunting India’s ambitions and frustrating
its people for years to come. A sharp
account of these turbulent years, Durbar
describes the Nehruvian era of Singh’s
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childhood, the Emergency of her youth
and the political shifts that followed,
bringing with them insurgencies,
massacres, and crises internal and
external. This remarkable memoir, vivid
with the colour of election campaigns and
society dinners, low conspiracies and high
corruption, reminds us of this truth: that if
India is to achieve a better future, the past
cannot be ignored or forgotten.
Devil's Advocate Hachette UK
Tracing the spectacular trajectory of
Ahluwalia's life from its humble beginnings
in Secunderabad to the corridors of power
in New Delhi, this book is a classic
insider's account of how the India story
was shaped and script Ahluwalia played a
key role in the transformation of India
from a state-run to a market-based
economy, and remained a constant fixture
at the top of India's economic policy
establishment for an unprecedented
period of three decades.
Tharoorosaurus Bloomsbury Publishing
In this lively, informative and insightful
book, Shashi Tharoor brilliantly
demonstrates how Indian diplomacy has
come of age and forecasts where it will
need to focus in the new millennium. He

surveys India’s major international
relationships in detail, evokes the
country’s soft power and offers his
thoughts on a new ‘grand strategy’ for the
nation, arguing that India must move
beyond non-alignment to multi-alignment.
Stimulating, reflective, elegantly written
and passionately engaged, Pax Indica is
another substantial achievement from one
of the finest Indian authors of our times.
Durbar Rupa Publications
An indictment of India's political class by a
veteran journalist Seventy years after
Nehru's beautiful midnight speech -- 'Long
years ago we made a tryst with destiny...'
-- in Indian cities and villages millions
survive on less than the bare minimum.
Children are not in classrooms, women
have nowhere safe to relieve themselves,
and jobless men lie around in a daze. In
cities, where initiative should flourish, a
merciless state looms large over every
common endeavour. The civilization that
was India, that grand culture, has not
found utterance again. Long years after
freedom from the British, why do we
remain suppressed?In India's Broken Tryst,
bestselling author and popular political
columnist Tavleen Singh chronicles the

damage done. Here is the story of
Surekha, who lives on the pavements of
Mumbai's landmark Marine Drive with
memories of crushing hunger. Of Ali, the
idli seller who is forced out of his honest
livelihood by cops and corporators. Of
Sahib and Sardar, little boys torn from
their mother on the criminal charge of
begging. Of those nameless servants who
do not have access to toilets even as they
service the luxury apartments where Singh
lives. From the very poor to the very rich,
Tavleen Singh catalogues in bold,
eviscerating detail the systematic
unmaking of our sense of destiny. Can an
Indian dream stretch beyond food and
water, literacy, toilets, and in some cases
just a document of identification? If not,
what destiny?
The Great Unravelling HarperCollins
Salman Rushdie once described Pakistan
as a 'poorly imagined country'. Indeed,
Pakistan has meant different things to
different people since its birth seventy
years ago. Armed with nuclear weapons
and dominated by the military and
militants, it is variously described around
the world as 'dangerous', 'unstable', 'a
terrorist incubator' and 'the land of the
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intolerant'. Much of Pakistan's dysfunction
is attributable to an ideology tied to
religion and to hostility with the country
out of which it was carved out -- India. But
95 per cent of Pakistan's 210 million
people were born after Partition, as
Pakistanis, and cannot easily give up on
their home. In his new book, Husain
Haqqani, one of the most important
commentators on Pakistan in the world
today, calls for a bold re-conceptualization
of the country. Reimagining Pakistan
offers a candid discussion of Pakistan's
origins and its current failings, with
suggestions for reconsidering its ideology,
and identifies a national purpose greater
than the rivalry with India.
Newsman Prabhat Prakashan
With a new prologue ‘Splendid . . . anyone
who wants to understand Indian politics or
think they do should read it’ -Indian
Express ‘Delightfully written . . . he has a
sharp eye for details, especially the
actions of political leaders’ - India Today
‘Captures the drama of 2014 and the men
who powered it’-Open ‘Holds you to your
seat, often on the edge . . . A procession of
India’s colourful political characters—Lalu
Yadav, Amit Shah, Rahul Gandhi, Narendra

Modi and many more come intimately
close through the author’s accounts’ -The
Hindu ‘Candid and forthright . . . and
deliciously indiscreet’ -Hindustan Times ‘A
racy narrative that goes beyond recording
immediate political history’ -Tehelka The
2014 Indian general elections has been
regarded as the most important elections
in Indian history since 1977. It saw the
decimation of the ruling Congress party, a
spectacular victory for the BJP and a new
style of campaigning that broke every rule
in the political game. But how and why? In
his riveting book, Rajdeep Sardesai tracks
the story of this pivotal election through all
the key players and the big news stories.
Beginning with 2012, when Narendra Modi
won the state elections in Gujarat for a
third time but set his sights on a bigger
prize, to the scandals that crippled
Manmohan Singh and UPA-II, and moving
to the back-room strategies of Team Modi,
the extraordinary missteps of Rahul
Gandhi and the political dramas of election
year, he draws a panoramic picture of the
year that changed India.
Reimagining Pakistan Princeton University
Press
Derek O'Brien dominated Indian television

as the country's most well-known
quizmaster for over two decades, asking
questions to millions across India. Now he
plays a key role in the Rajya Sabha raising
important questions from the front row in
the Upper House. One of the most candid,
courageous voices of the Opposition,
O'Brien is articulate, incisive and
provocative - qualities that are apparent in
his writing. In this book, comprising his
best political essays, Derek O'Brien
reflects on the state of the nation, offering
insights from a unique vantage point -
inside Parliament. Never afraid of
controversy or contention, he covers
topics ranging from federalism, the
Constitution and the note ban to the
much-debated GST bill, social media and
the lessons he's learnt as MP. Thought-
provoking and captivating at once, Inside
Parliament is required reading for all
interested in understanding today's India
and all who care about its future.
Best of Karan Thapar Context
India's Power Elite is a study of the nature
of power and elitism in postcolonial India.
Its point of departure is the political
transition under way in twenty-first-
century India, with the marginalization of
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the Congress Party and the staging of a
cultural revolution symbolized by the rise
of Hindu majoritarianism. Baru
deconstructs the morphology of the Indian
power elite-comprising remnants of a
feudal gentry, kulaks, a metropolitan
business class, the civil services and a
cultural elite of opinion-makers. He also
examines the role of caste, class and
culture in the emergence of a 'New India'.
Aimed at the socially engaged reader, this
book will interest both students as well as
those who wield power.
An Ordinary Life Viking
Harinder Baweja, an Editor with Hindustan
Times has earned a reputation as a
fearless, committed reporter through her
prolonged coverage of conflict zones. Her
experience of covering the Kashmir crisis
gave her access to a wide range of
sources, particularly among the army units
that were sent to Kargil. She covered the
sharp, short war for India Today magazine,
using her enviable range of sources to
compile a definite account of the Kargil
war. She has also edited and authored
chapters for 26/11 Mumbai Attacked.
Preparing Penguin Random House India
Private Limited

One of India's most influential columnists,
and one not averse to controversy,
Tavleen Singh was among the few
mainstream 'Delhi' voices to see the
Narendra Modi wave coming in 2014. In
Messiah Modi, she details her early
support for Modi the candidate, followed
by a helpless disenchantment with Modi
the PM and the cabinet he headed. She
tells the story of his first term as it
unfolded. From lynchings to
demonetization up to Article 370, she
gives an intimate account of her subject.
In the 2019 verdict, and her own inability
to get it right, she sees that she and her
ilk have been swept to the margins of
India; the masses of India speak in one
voice, and that voice chants 'Modi'. And
yet, there is a marked difference between
her enthusiasm of 2014 and her
acceptance of 2019 as she examines
whether Modi delivered on the promises
he made in his first term. Is he the
messiah so many hoped he would be? This
is Tavleen Singh's frank and forthright
reckoning of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
The Test of My Life Rupa Publication
“A propulsive narrative filled with

boldfaced names from business and
politics. At times, it is a dishy score
settler.”—The New York Times For nine
years, Rajat Gupta led McKinsey &
Co.—the first foreign-born person to head
the world’s most influential management
consultancy. He was also the driving force
behind major initiatives such as the Indian
School of Business and the Public Health
Foundation of India. A globally respected
figure, he sat on the boards of
distinguished philanthropic institutions
such as the Gates Foundation and the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis
and Malaria, and corporations, including
Goldman Sachs, American Airlines, and
Procter & Gamble. In 2011, to the shock of
the international business community,
Gupta was arrested and charged with
insider trading. Against the backdrop of
public rage and recrimination that followed
the financial crisis, he was found guilty
and sentenced to two years in jail.
Throughout his trial and imprisonment,
Gupta has fought the charges and
maintains his innocence to this day. In
these pages, Gupta recalls his unlikely rise
from orphan to immigrant to international
icon as well as his dramatic fall from
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grace. He writes movingly about his
childhood losses, reflects on the
challenges he faced as a student and
young executive in the United States, and
offers a rare inside glimpse into the elite
and secretive culture of McKinsey, “the
Firm.” And for the first time, he tells his
side of the story in the scandal that
destroyed his career and reputation.
Candid, compelling, and poignant, Gupta’s
memoir is much more than a courtroom
drama; it is an extraordinary tale of
human resilience and personal growth.
How India Sees the World Roli Books
Private Limited
‘That day I cried like a baby not because I
feared what cancer would do but because I
didn’t want the disease. I wanted my life
to be normal, which it could not be.’ For
the first time Yuvraj Singh tells the real
story behind the 2011 World Cup when on-
the-field triumph hid his increasingly
puzzling health problems and worrying
illnesses. In his debut book The test of my
life, he reveals how—plagued with
insomnia, coughing fits that left him
vomiting blood, and an inability to eat—he
made a deal with God. On the night before
the 2011 ICC Cricket World Cup final,

Yuvraj prayed for the World Cup in return
for anything God wanted. In this book, he
lays bare his fears, doubts, and the lows
he experienced during
chemotherapy—when he lost his energy,
his appetite, and his hair—and his battle to
find the will to survive. Poignant, personal,
and moving—The test of my life—is about
cancer and cricket; but more importantly,
it is about the human will to fight adversity
and triumph despite all odds.
Fractured Freedom Random House India
Former India Foreign Secretary Shyam
Saran has had a ringside view of the most
critical events and shifts in Indian foreign
policy in the new millennium. In this
magisterial book, Saran discerns the
threads that tie together his experiences
as a diplomat
How India Votes Harper Collins
. The world consists mainly of ordinary
people leading simple lives. Their stories
remain unheard as they haven't been
written about. But their lives inspire
because they are a vindication of certain
lasting values that survive in every society
and keep us connected with the unseen
forces that govern us. In An Ordinary Life,
former Election Commissioner of India

Ashok Lavasa tells one such warm story.
He weaves the experiences of his father,
Udai Singh, into the narrative of a fast-
changing India to show how his Bauji's
principles served as a moral compass in
his life - and can in ours too. Through a
series of incidents, he explores the virtues
of honest living and illustrates that it is
possible to prosper in a world of rising
aspirations and cut-throat competition
while preserving one's ideals. Reflective
and philosophical, An Ordinary Life is
imbued with the grounded wisdom of an
earlier Indian generation and its way of
life, which is both ordinary and
extraordinary, unique and universal at the
same time
India's Broken Tryst Harper Collins
"How did the founders of the most
populous democratic nation in the world
meet the problem of establishing a
democracy after the departure of foreign
rule? The justification for British imperial
rule had stressed the impossibility of
Indian self-government. At the heart of
India's founding moment, in which
constitution-making and democratization
occurred simultaneously, lay the question
of how to implement democracy in an
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environment regarded as unqualified for
its existence. India's founders met this
challenge in direct terms-the people, they
acknowledged, had to be educated to
create democratic citizens. But the path to
education lay not in being ruled by a
superior class of men but rather in the
very creation of a self-sustaining politics.
Universal suffrage was instituted amidst
poverty, illiteracy, social heterogeneity,
and centuries of tradition. Under the
guidance of B. R. Ambedkar, Indian
lawmakers crafted a constitutional system
that could respond to the problem of
democratization under the most
inhospitable of conditions. On January 26,
1950, the Indian constitution-the longest
in the world-came into effect. More than
half of the world's constitutions have been
written in the past three decades. Unlike
the constitutional revolutions of the late-
eighteenth century, these contemporary
revolutions have occurred in countries that
are characterized by low levels of
economic growth and education; are
divided by race, religion, and ethnicity;

and have democratized at once, rather
than gradually. The Indian founding is a
natural reference point for such
constitutional moments-when democracy,
constitutionalism, and modernity occur
simultaneously"--
Rebels Against the Raj Knopf
The girl who loved cycling along the tree-
lined avenues of a brand new Lutyens'
Delhi could never have dreamt that five
decades later she would govern, and
transform, Delhi as its chief minister – not
once, but thrice consecutively. When a
politician like Sheila Dikshit, with a career
spanning over three decades, chooses to
let the reader get a glimpse of her life's
journey, the opportunity brings along an
element of surprise. In a fascinating
account of her life, contoured along the
life of the nation and her political party at
critical junctures, she creates a richly
patterned universe with deft touches,
seamlessly moving between the home and
the world, the past and the present. Be it
encounters with politics, which she terms
'life at its barest' or the ups and downs of

a household, what shines through is the
portrait of a modern woman determined to
face any eventuality with fortitude, and a
deep sense of duty. Interestingly, she
never wanted to be in politics, but destiny
willed otherwise – a destiny shaped by her
liberal upbringing in a Punjabi household.
Brought up to be independent, she chose
her life partner from another part of India.
And that started it all. As the wife of an IAS
officer and daughter-in-law of well-known
freedom fighter and politician, Uma
Shankar Dikshit, with his long association
with the Nehru–Gandhi family, she saw
governance from both ends. When she
began assisting her father-in-law from
1969, her up-close view of politics
eventually became a springboard for her
own entry into the arena in December
1984, inaugurating a 30-year-long career
in politics. The narrative foregrounds a
question that the author considers crucial
for democracy – how does one deal with
the constant tussle between the dictates
of governance and the here-and-now
preoccupations of party politics?
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